
 

Political and business leaders join forces to agree world-leading 
action for tackling air pollution  

● 22 businesses and political leaders from across England urge Government to introduce 
world leading World Health Organization air pollution standards, as a minimum to 
eliminate air pollution.  

● Summit, hosted by Mayor Sadiq Khan, brings together Government ministers, FTSE 100 
businesses, Mayors from the UK and around the world, as well as the heads of NHS and 
World Health Organization 

● Call for more funding and more powers for local authorities to enable low income 
households and small businesses to switch to cleaner forms of transport 

● Summit takes place as MPs prepare to debate new proposed clean air legislation as part 
of the Environment Bill. 

  
LONDON: An international clean air summit, hosted today by the Mayor of London, attended by 
government ministers and the head of the World Health Organization (WHO) will see a group of city and 
business leaders launch a joint declaration to tackle air pollution.The signatories, which include 22 
political and corporate leaders propose  that Government and businesses should provide the resources 
and funding to meet world-leading WHO air pollution standards as a minimum to eliminate pollution from 
controllable sources.The new Environment Bill needs improvement in a number of ways to meet this, 
including world leading WHO air pollution standards on the face of the bill, a legally binding timetable with 
an earlier date for reporting, and an acknowledgement of the need for resources to implement the 
changes at local level. 
The Clean Air Declaration proposes four priorities that Government need to take forward as urgent 
actions to eliminate air pollution, protect people's health and to tackle the Climate Emergency: World 
Health Organization air pollution standards, as a minimum; programmes that support people to switch to 
active travel, public transport and stimulate the market for larger zero emission vehicles, including the 
creation of a £1.5 billion vehicle fleet renewal fund, increased powers to tackle the clean air and climate 
emergency; and an ambitious roadmap to 2030 that delivers clean air.  
The International Clean Air summit has been convened by the Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan and UK100, 
a group of 95 mayors and local authorities. It will be attended by senior business leaders including 
Amazon, Google, Royal Mail, British Gas and Enterprise Rent-a-Car. 16 Mayors and local leaders from 
across the country including Birmingham, London, Leeds, Liverpool, and Manchester have supported the 
declaration.  
They will be joined at the summit by Dr Tedros Adhanom, the Director General of the World Health 
Organization, Simon Stevens, the Chief Executive of NHS England, as well as UK Government Ministers. 
The summit will also hear contributions from the Mayors of Los Angeles and Lima, and Deputy Mayor of 
Warsaw.  
 
Polly Billington, Director of UK100, a network of 95 local leaders that campaigns on clean air, said: 



“Tackling toxic air pollution is a shared responsibility, that’s why the partnership we have announced 
today between central government, local leaders and businesses is so important if we are going to stop 
people dying needlessly. With the right funding and resources, we can all play our part.” 
 
Andy Burnham, Mayor of Greater Manchester, said:  
“Air pollution is an urgent matter of health injustice and inequality. The reality is that it is children in our 
poorest communities who are most exposed to polluted air. We owe it to them to act and act now. 
“Greater Manchester is working hard to tackle air pollution, which is damaging our health and is linked to 
the equivalent of 1,200 early deaths each year in our city-region. It is our largest environmental risk to 
public health and it must be tackled as quickly as possible. 

“But it is essential that central government supports areas like Greater Manchester with the costs of 
cleaning up our air, rather than landing the full cost on local people and businesses.” 

Steve Rotheram, Mayor of the Liverpool City Region, said: 
“Earlier this year we declared a climate emergency and addressing poor air quality is at the heart of 
responding to it. 
“We are already taking action, through practical measures such as making it easier to walk and cycle 
safely, helping schools with travel planning and rolling out low-carbon vehicle technology. 
“While we will do everything in our power to tackle air pollution we also need action from central 
government through measures such as adopting the WHO air pollution standards, vehicle scrappage 
schemes and funding for behaviour change programmes.”  

Ben Lawson, VP Strategy, Enterprise Holdings, UK & Ireland 

“We support the clean air declaration from the UK100. It is essential that if the government is 
serious about removing older and high polluting vehicles then it needs to implement a national 
scrappage scheme that provides people with mobility credits that can be spent on a combination of 
public, shared and active travel. This will expedite change and enable mobility as a service” 
  
Edward Kulperger, VP Europe, Geotab, which specialises in GPS Fleet Management, said: 
"Geotab believes that both the private and public sector need to come together to accelerate the adoption 
of connected transportation initiatives. The routing of people and goods through our communities by 
leveraging big data, electric and alternative fuel vehicles will reduce NOx, particulate matter and GHG 
while providing health and socio-economic benefits to our communities. Our society is at a crossroads. 
We need to commit significant investment in infrastructure and make wise choices  to leave our planet 
better off for future generations." 

Gerry Keaney, CEO, British Vehicle Rental and Leasing Association (BVLRA), said:  

“The BVRLA is pleased to add its support to the Clean Air Declaration. The fleet sector is an 
important bridge to achieving a net zero emissions future and reducing emissions in cities and 
towns. The environmental credentials of BVRLA member fleets show they outperform privately 
owned vehicles on carbon emissions, future Clean Air Zone/London Ultra Low Emission Zone 



compliance, Euro 6 Standards and road safety. Our sector recognises its influential role in this 
agenda, and we are willing to play our part.” 

New Clean Air Zones & Fleet Renewal 
A national network of up to 30 Clean Air Zones across England, including London, could be enhanced 
and unlocked if an additional £1.5bn is committed from Government and businesses to tackle air pollution 
in the most polluted towns and cities.  
Under the UK100 plan, lower income residents and small businesses would be offered incentives of 
between £2,000 and £6,000 to either upgrade existing vehicles or get rid of their older, polluting vehicles 
and switch to a cleaner form of transport such as electric vehicles or public transport. As well as support 
for buying an ‘ultra low emissions’ vehicle, the cash could also be put toward car clubs, bike hire schemes 
or a public transport season ticket. 
 
ENDS 
 
For further information or interview bids, contact bex.bolland@uk100.org or 07718108996 

Editor’s Notes 

1. The full draft text of the declaration reads as follows: 
  
“Urgent action to eliminate air pollution must be a national priority and we as local leaders and business 
leaders are committed to prioritising action to protect people's health and to tackle the Climate 
Emergency. Inadequate investment, a lack of national frameworks and consistent approaches, and the 
absence of necessary powers are stifling our ability to act. 
  
Together we can eliminate air pollution by working in partnership and if action is taken forward across 
Government to: 
  

· Require, and provide necessary resources for, the meeting of world leading World Health 
Organization air pollution standards, as a minimum, in the Environment Bill that will eliminate 
pollution from controllable sources. 

  
· Establish a programme that provides financial support for the poorest in our society and 
for small businesses to switch to cleaner vehicles, shared transport or active travel via schemes 
such as mobility credits, and also includes a £1.5bn Fleet Renewal Programme, stimulating the 
market to deliver cleaner vehicles, including heavy freight, municipal vehicles and for retrofit 
solutions. 

  
· Grant Local Authorities and Mayors the powers and funding they need to deliver zero 
emission transport networks, encourage and enable behaviour change, including the promotion of 
active travel, and tackle non-road transport sources of pollution including: public transport, 
infrastructure, construction, planning and enforcement. 

  



· Create certainty for business and local government by setting out an ambitious roadmap 
to 2030 as part of a strengthened UK Government Clean Air Strategy that empowers business, 
local authorities and public bodies to collaborate with confidence and put in place the necessary 
actions needed for clean air.” 

  
2. List of signatories to the International Clean Air Summit declaration:  

 
Cities and local authorities: 

- Sadiq Khan, Mayor of London 
- Andy Burnham, Mayor of Greater Manchester 
- Cllr Dine Romero, Leader Bath and North East Somerset 
- Marvin Rees, Mayor of Bristol 
- Dan Jarvis, Mayor of Sheffield City Region  
- Cllr Wassem Zaffar, Cabinet Member for Transport & Environment, Birmingham City Council 
- Cllr Rosy Moore, Executive Councillor for Climate Change, Environment and City Centre, Cambridge 
City Council 
- Cllr Judith Blake, Leader, Leeds City Council 
- Cllr Adam Clarke, Deputy Mayor, Leicester City Council 
- Joe Anderson, Mayor Liverpool City Council 
- Steve Rotheram, Mayor, Liverpool City Region 
- Cllr Richard Leese, Leader, Manchester City Council 
- Cllr Nick Forbes, Leader, Newcastle City Council 
- Sally Longford, Deputy Leader, Nottingham City Council 
- Cllr Susan Brown, Leader, Oxford City Council 
- Cllr Chris Hammond, Southampton City Council 
  
Businesses: 
 
- Gerry Keaney, CEO, British Vehicle Rental and Leasing Association (BVLRA) 
- Frank Thorpe, Managing Director, BYD UK 
- Graham Vidler, Chief Executive, Confederation of Passenger Transport 
- Ben Lawson, Vice President,  Strategy, Enterprise Holdings 
- Edward Kulperger, Vice President Europe, Geotab 
- Stuart Lightbody, Fleet Director, M Group Services 
 

3. UK100 delivered the Clean Air Zone Declaration round table on 8th October and the 
International #CleanAirSummit round table on 23rd October with the financial support of the 
European Climate Foundation, ALD Automotive, Geotab, Enterprise Holdings and the Greater 
London Authority and in partnership with Fleet News and the Mayor of London.  

 
About UK100 
UK100 is a network of highly ambitious local government leaders committed to clean air and 100% clean 
energy. It is the only network for UK local authorities urban, suburban and rural, focused solely on climate 



change, clean air and clean energy policy. UK100’s local leaders are committed to working together to 
tackle these challenges and are implementing innovative solutions to protect their residents. 
UK100 on Clean Air: As well as taking action locally, UK100’s network is united in calling on the UK 
government to do more. Clean air is a national problem that needs national action that enables locally 
designed solutions. Working with civil society, the public sector and business, UK100 is calling for 
legislation that protects us from dirty air and makes the UK a world leader in clean technologies and 
solutions. www.UK100.org  
  

 

https://uk100-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/Redirect?ukey=1y6kBVMM3WylqCsZImYnP5e9v82Xg2VdINZcsXvD4XIg-909590585&key=YAMMID-43783710&link=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uk100.org%2F
https://uk100-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/Redirect?ukey=1y6kBVMM3WylqCsZImYnP5e9v82Xg2VdINZcsXvD4XIg-909590585&key=YAMMID-43783710&link=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uk100.org%2F

